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  9:00 AM Commissioners’ Staff Meeting  9 
10:00 AM Discussion- Beaman’s Updated Site Assessment Service Quote- Mike Worden 10 
10:30 AM Approve Commissioner Proceedings- April 25, 26 & May 2, 3 11 
10:45 AM Approve Consent Agenda 12 
11:00 AM Public Hearing CDBG Public Services Grant Application-OCCAC Lael Duncan 13 
11:30 AM Discussion Duck Lake Water Association Wayne Wells 14 
  1:30 PM Board of Health Meeting- 1234 2nd Ave S, Okanogan 15 
 16 
The Okanogan County Board of Commissioners met for a Public Hearing at 123 5th Avenue North, 17 
Okanogan, Washington on May 10, 2022 with; Vice-Chairman, Commissioner Chris Branch; and 18 
the Clerk of the Board, Laleña Johns, present. 19 
 20 
AV Capture provided audio and video of the meeting held today, while ZOOM provided best  21 
audio accessibility and public interaction. 22 
 23 
Chairman, Commissioner Andy Hover via zoom. 24 
Member, Commissioner Jim DeTro absent. 25 
 26 
Commissioners’ Staff Meeting 27 
Planning Director Pete Palmer, Fairgrounds Manager Naomie Peasley, Maintenance Supervisor 28 
Joe Poulin 29 
 30 
Director Palmer provided her staff update. She said the Critical Areas Ordinance was previously 31 
discussed to lump with the clearing and grading ordinance and she doesn’t want to lose sight of 32 
those updates. Director Palmer asked for feedback on previously submitted draft RFP documents. 33 
Commissioner Branch asked that reminders be frequent on these things. 34 
 35 
Director Palmer updated the commissioners on the APA. Commissioner Branch asked which 36 
counties? She was invited to be appointed as president. Commissioner Branch asked if this 37 
chapter holds a conference. The first state conference is planned in October with this chapter’s 38 
first appearance. He would like to explore that further with Director Palmer. This APA board would 39 
represent the Columbia section.  Commissioner Branch noted that the Planning Association of 40 
Washington (PAW) is typically more relevant to our interests than APA.  The PAW has been 41 
holding its educational conference in Chelan annually.    42 
 43 
Director Palmer gave a Shoreline Master Program update. Two bucket items 1) mandated 44 
revision and 2) other issues that come up having to do with the Comp plan revision outside the 45 
periodic review and she said we’ll want to keep those issues separate. June 23 is the deadline 46 
for the mandated revision. A timeline will be provide, the contract has not been signed, still waiting 47 
on a budget from Highlands Associates, the selected contractor. 48 
 49 
Director Palmer attended the Water 101 meeting in Ellensburg last week. She provided her notes 50 
to the commissioners for the record. She noted that the experts there were common in their 51 
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thinking that Health Departments should be determining water adequacy. Commissioners 52 
questioned whether Okanogan County Health had the capacity to do that. 53 
 54 
Director Palmer provided an update on the Cannabis code work which does need a lot of finer 55 
tuning, these are just ideas. Completed all meetings with grow operations with 77 sites verified 56 
with 131 licenses. Some have sublets some do not, kicked out five that have shut down. 11 that 57 
did not comply with the meeting requirements, reaching out one more time to those operators to 58 
see if they will meet with the planning staff and depending on their answer staff may need direction 59 
from the board on how to move forward with the enforcement. Provided Okanogan County chapter 60 
17A.290 draft code revisions on the Cannabis Operations code. (attached.) She explained her 61 
thoughts on the proposed draft. Met with State officials and it was both productive and not. One 62 
thing discouraging was the state was not concerned about the invalid addresses, and said unless 63 
it was an illegal issue they were not going to do anything with our comments. We will still respond 64 
with a letter for the record. Theses cannabis issues have not been brought forward to the Planning 65 
Commission. Commissioner Hover directed that it be brought forward for their recommendation. 66 
Commissioner Branch thought it was standard practice to do so and part of the work to be done. 67 
He will be attending the WSAC Legislative Steering Committee planning meeting this week and 68 
this will be discussed. 69 
 70 
Joe Poulin provided his courthouse complex maintenance update. Alpha is coming in to do the 71 
building assessments after July 4th and will take several days to complete. Will complete the 30-72 
year assessment of our power distribution panels. Compressors in L-Tank are out, quotes to 73 
replace two units were received from Divco ($44,585), he contacted others but won’t be able to 74 
come until June. This could be critical as the temperatures rise. Supply chain issues could also 75 
be an issue if we wait alternatively we could repair, but would need R22 refrigerant and there 76 
could be a wait for that too. Commissioner Hover would like to know the timeline for each option. 77 
Mr. Poulin said he should know by the end of the day. 78 
 79 
Mr. Poulin said three vendors will provide option for cooling the Jail with the Train vendor coming 80 
on site. Graco and Sunbelt also provides temporary cooling options. Mr. Poulin will ask them to 81 
provide cooling options for the Justice Center as well. The status of the geothermal system is the 82 
lack of water and buildup of silt in the heat exchangers due to the flow. An engineer would need 83 
to come in and re-engineer the system. Commissioner Hover suggested contacting Architect 84 
Beaman as he may know who to contact.  85 
 86 
Naomie Peasley provided her fairgrounds update. She received two quotes for the RV pedestal 87 
replacement 1) Schmidt $182,266 2) Vasser Electric $161,421. She recommended Vasser 88 
Electric as the low bidder to replace all electric pedestals throughout all the Fairgrounds. Budget 89 
was $150,000 in Capital Improvement fund 134. Commissioner Hover asked for the quotes to 90 
review and will consider approval next week. 91 
 92 
Ms. Peasley discussed irrigation assessment and will go over the study next week. Two cross 93 
connections were identified. Updated the as-builts and there is one map for irrigation and one for 94 
domestic water, GIS will create those maps.  Signs will be created in English and Spanish to 95 
identify potable and non-potable sources for the grounds.  96 
 97 
One informal quote for grandstands was received. She recommended moving forward with the 98 
lump sum quote of $41,593.97 for de-haul services of the old grandstands. She submitted a 99 
certification from the vendor to pay prevailing wage as required. The purchase of the new 100 
grandstands is included in the Capital Improvement plan. Commissioner Hover said put the 101 
underground irrigation off for two years unless other funding can be found.  102 
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Discussion- Beaman’s Updated Site Assessment Service Quote- Mike Worden 103 
Chief Worden provided a pre-design fee proposal for Architectural Services for the Okanogan 104 
County Sheriff’s Equipment & Coroner storage building for a pre-design study by Beaman 105 
Architecture in the lump sum amount of $69,936. The proposal includes assumptions listed in the 106 
proposal such as the site work, pre-design technical and site layout, cost coordination services 107 
and a cultural survey. (attached)  108 
 109 
Motion Morgue Storage and Equipment Shelter Site Assessment 110 
Commissioner Branch moved to approve Beaman Architecture pre-design study fee proposal for 111 
the Okanogan County Sheriff’s Equipment & Coroner storage building in the lump sum amount of 112 
$69,936 plus tax and directed the Clerk of the Board to notify the Architect and department head 113 
regarding that agreement was approved. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  114 
 115 
Commissioner Hover wanted to ensure the budget supplemental for the cost is completed within 116 
the Capital Improvement fund 134 and budget lines created to pay for this cost. 117 
 118 
Approve Commissioner Proceedings- April 25, 26 2022 & May 2, 3 119 
Commissioners went over their meeting minutes. 120 
 121 
Commissioner Branch moved to approve April 25, and April 26, 2022 meeting minutes as 122 
corrected. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  123 
 124 
Approve Consent Agenda 125 
Commissioners discussed the consent agenda items. The Clerk of the Board read the resolutions 126 
out loud and Commissioners asked to discuss resolutions 65-2022 and 66-2022 further with the 127 
Building Official.  The building official relayed to Commissioner Branch that there would be a slim 128 
chance that he would not be in the office to sign the vouchers, but there was not a designated 129 
primary signer either. Commissioner Hover asked to discuss this further with Ms. Craig. Made 130 
clear to the Building office that these two employees could not sign for their own overtime.  131 
 132 
Commissioner Branch moved to approve the consent agenda items 1-6, as presented. motion 133 
was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  134 
1. Professional Services Agreement-Amendment #1 Homeless Housing-OHA 135 
2. Purchase Approval- Posi-Shell Cover-Solid Waste 136 
3. Resolution 61-2022 Tunk Mt Communications Site Improvements 137 
4. Resolution 64-2022 Admin Leave Authorization 138 
5. Resolution 65-2022 Signing Authority Kelly Lafferty- Building Dept 139 
6. Resolution 66-2022 Signing Authority Melissa Eylar-Building Dept 140 
 141 
Public Hearing CDBG Public Services Grant Application-OCCAC Lael Duncan 142 
Jessica Blake, Jennifer Short OCCAC via zoom 143 
 144 
Commissioner Hover opened up the public hearing to staff. The Clerk of the Board explained the 145 
handouts were in English and Spanish and posted on the county website. The public hearing 146 
notice was published in the newspaper of record in both English and Spanish. The grant is for 147 
CDBG Public Services funds in the amount of $84,000 with $3,500 allocated for county 148 
administration of the grant. The Community Action Council is the subrecipient of the grant.  149 
 150 
OCCAC Executive Director Lael Duncan explained the public notice was also published on the 151 
OCCAC Facebook page and copies posted in their office. She reported on the past uses of the 152 
CDBG Public Services grant funds and provided the OCCAC 2022 Annual Report and 153 
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achievements. (attached) The funds will be split between the Food and nutrition and housing 154 
services. In addition, she explained stories of OCCAC staff and volunteers who provided 3380 155 
individuals nonstop services during the pandemic, and never closed. It is remarkable to have such 156 
dedication and diligent staff dedicated to providing services.  The hearing was opened up to the 157 
public. Ruth Hall via zoom commented to thanked OCCAC for their work. 158 
 159 
Jessica Blake via zoom stated the dedicated work of OCCAC is remarkable. Jennifer Short via 160 
zoom stated the same comment and appreciated staff work during the pandemic.  161 
 162 
Closed public comment and opened up to the board.  163 
 164 
Motion 165 
Commissioner Branch moved to approve the CDBG Public Services Grant Application and 166 
Compliance Certification for Title VI and authorized the Vice Chairman to sign. Motion was 167 
seconded all were in favor motion carried.  168 
 169 
Motion  170 
Commissioner Branch moved to approve the CDBG NEPA and SEPA exemption document and 171 
authorized the vice chairman to sign. Motion was seconded 172 
 173 
Commissioner Hover closed the public hearing. 174 
 175 
Ms. Duncan explained she will need to meet with the Housing Coalition to make sure the 176 
Homeless Housing RFP process for 2023 funding happens and the Homeless Housing plan 177 
revision required in 2023 is assigned to someone as no one is actually assigned to do that. She 178 
is retiring and this is her last meeting.  179 
 180 
Discussion Duck Lake Water Association Wayne Wells 181 
Talana Lay, Charles, Wayne, and someone else 182 
 183 
Mr. Wells explained a funding gap issue to include 30 additional users whose current water is 184 
contaminated. Right now, the association is allowed 200 hookups and has 151 customers 185 
currently.  A Department of Health grant and loan provided for the cost of engineering but costs 186 
have increased since the award and the cost overruns won’t be covered entirely by the available 187 
funding. The additional users would pay the assessment the same as everyone else. The 188 
paperwork was submitted of the budget and project scope details and various documents 189 
supporting the request. (attached) 190 
 191 
Commissioner Branch thought it was not a huge cost for the county to consider. It makes sense 192 
with two class A systems involved. Commissioners’ discussed how the county could assist with 193 
the funding gap with ARPA funds and which category it would fall under. This seemed to be a 194 
shovel ready project. They would like to discuss the situation with the State Department of Health 195 
to see if they would fund the gap first.  196 
 197 
Mr. Wells stated the engineer is PACE and bids will go to their office and opened on May 26. The 198 
association will make the decision on who to award the bid to. They do not want to delay the 199 
project anymore than they need to. Commissioners will meet with and encourage the State Dept 200 
of Health to fund 100% and then the county will decide based on that.  201 
 202 
Commissioners appreciated the association for coming to discuss their request and explain the 203 
process.  204 
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 205 
Commissioners discussed no meeting on Wednesday. Commissioners will return to session 206 
after the Public Health Meeting today to authorize moving forward with the Maintenance 207 
compressors and Fairgrounds grandstands quotes. 208 
 209 
Motion - Voucher Approval - Commissioners 210 
Vouchers certified and audited by the Auditing Officer as required by RCW 42.24.080 and those 211 
expense reimbursement claims certified as required by RCW 42.24.090 have been recorded on a 212 
list, and made available to the Board.  As of this date, the Board did vote, by unanimous vote, to 213 
approve the regular vouchers in the amount of $1,199,273.03 and Payroll vouchers in the amount 214 
of $1,176,989.27. Warrant numbers as cited on the attached blanket voucher list. Motion seconded 215 
and carried.  216 
 217 
Motion Public Health Voucher 218 
Commissioner Branch moved to approve the Public Health Vouchers including regular vouchers 219 
in the amount of $20,589.10 and payroll vouchers in the amount of $53,004.72. Warrant numbers 220 
as cited on the attached blanket voucher list. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion 221 
carried.  222 
 223 
Motion Methow Valley EMS District  224 
Commissioner Branch moved to adjourn as the BOCC and reconvene as the Methow Valley EMS 225 
District. Motion was seconded all were in favor, motion carried. 226 
 227 
Commissioner Branch moved to approve the Voucher certification and authorize the Methow 228 
Valley EMS District vouchers to be paid in the amount of $60,815.16. Motion was seconded, all 229 
were in favor, motion carried. 230 
 231 
Motion Tonasket EMS District  232 
Commissioner Branch moved to adjourn as the BOCC and reconvene as the Tonasket EMS 233 
District. Motion was seconded all were in favor, motion carried. 234 
 235 
Commissioner Branch moved to approve the Voucher certification and authorize the Tonasket 236 
EMS District vouchers to be paid in the amount of $16,200 to Life Line for April Services. Motion 237 
was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried. 238 
 239 
Commissioner Branch moved to adjourn as the Tonasket EMS District and Reconvene as the 240 
Oroville Rural EMS District. Motion was seconded all were in favor, motion carried. 241 
 242 
Motion Oroville Rural EMS District  243 
Commissioner Branch moved to approve the Voucher certification and authorize the Oroville Rural 244 
EMS District vouchers to be paid in the amount of $9,680 for April Services. Motion was seconded, 245 
all were in favor, motion carried. 246 
 247 
Commissioner Branch moved to adjourn as the Oroville Rural EMS District and Reconvene as the 248 
BOCC. Motion was seconded all were in favor, motion carried. 249 
 250 
Motion Loomis Fire District #10 Feasibility Study 251 
Commissioner Branch moved to approve and authorize the vice chairman to sign Loomis Fire 252 
District #10 Feasibility Study Rural Business Development Grant Performance Progress Report 253 
12/31/22 through 3/31/22. Motion was seconded all were in favor, motion carried.  254 
 255 



Commissioners Proceedings May 10, 2022                                                                             Page 6 of 6 

Commissioner Branch moved to approve and authorize the vice chairman to sign Cost Sharing 256 
Affidavit for In-Kind of 3% of the Clerk of the Board L Johns in the amount of $604, and Economic 257 
Alliance Director R Holder Diefenbach in the amount of $1576.41, Motion was seconded, all were 258 
in favor, motion carried. 259 
 260 
Motion Bid Award Courthouse Exterior Renovations Pioneer Waterproofing Company 261 
Commissioner Branch moved to approve the bid award for the Courthouse Exterior Renovations 262 
project to Pioneer Waterproofing Company in the amount of $360,028 plus tax at 8.5%. Motion 263 
was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried. 264 
 265 
Will wait until Monday regarding the bids for compressor serving the L-Tank that Mr. Poulin 266 
presented.  267 
 268 
Motion Grandstands Demo Bid Award D. Hall Services LLC 269 
Commissioner Branch moved to award the bid for grandstand removal and grounds prep to D. 270 
Hall Services LLC in the overall bid price of $41,593.97 tax included. Motion was seconded, all 271 
were in favor, motion carried. 272 
 273 
Board of Health Meeting- 1234 2nd Ave S, Okanogan 274 
Commissioners attended the Board of Health meeting. 275 
 276 
The board adjourned at 12:15 p.m. 277 
 278 
 279 


